Myth: Marijuana is a gateway to the use of more dangerous drugs.

Fact: Multiple studies have shown the fallacy of the gateway theory. Most recently, a study of
214 boys tracked their drug use patterns from age 10 up to 22. As published in the December 2006
American Journal of Psychiatry, researchers found that “adolescents who used marijuana prior to
using other drugs, including alcohol and tobacco, were no more likely to develop a substance abuse
disorder than other subjects in the study.” The study also found that “the likelihood that someone will

transition to the use of illegal drugs is determined not by the preceding use of a particular drug, but instead by
the user’s individual tendencies and environmental circumstances.”

Fact: According to the National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse, there is no proof that a
causal relationship exists between cigarettes, alcohol, marijuana and other drugs. Basic scientific and
clinical research establishing causality does not exist.’

Fact: “There is no conclusive evidence that the drug effects of marijuana are causally linked to the
subsequent abuse of other illicit drugs.”
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