Myth # 5: Marijuana is a dangerous drug.

Fact: "Tetrahydrocannabinol [marijuana’s primary active ingredient] is a very safe drug.
Laboratory animals (rats, mice, dogs, monkeys) can tolerate doses of up to 1,000 mg/kg
(milligrams per kilogram). This would be equivalent to a 70 kg [155 1b] person swallowing 70
grams [2.5 oz] of the drug -- about 5,000 times more than is required to produce a high.'

Fact: A John Hopkins study published in May 1999 examined marijuana’s effects on cognition
on 1,318 participants over a 15-year period. Researchers reported “no significant differences in
cognitive decline between heavy users, light users, and nonusers of cannabis.”

Fact: "The leading causes of death in 2000 were tobacco (435,000 deaths; 18.1% of total US
deaths), poor diet and physical inactivity (400,000 deaths; 16.6%), and alcohol consumption
(85,000 deaths; 3.5%). Other actual causes of death were microbial agents (75,000), toxic agents
(55,000), motor vehicle crashes (43,000), incidents involving firearms (29,000), sexual behaviors
(20,000), and illicit use of drugs (17,000). Marijuana has never caused death. **
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